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“Aschenputtel”	by	Jakob	and	Wilhelm	Grimm	
	A	Window	into	German	Culture,	1812		

	
Directions:	After	reading	“Aschenputtel”	think	about	how	the	fairy	tale	provides	an	understanding	of	the	1812	German	
culture.	Compare	it	to	your	culture.	Record	your	answers	in	the	chart	below.	

	

Criteria	 Aschenputtel’s	German	Culture	 My	Culture	 Explain	how	the	cultures	are	
similar	or	different.	

How	
important	is	
family?	

	 		 	

Which	virtue	
is	most	
valued?	

	 	 	



What	is	the	
role	of	

women	in	
society?	

	 	 	

How	
important	is	

wealth	
(money)	and	
social	status?	

	 	 	

What	is	the	
role,	if	any,	of	
traditions	and	

faith?	

	 	 	

Insightful	conclusion	
about	ALL	similarities	
and/or	differences	

It	can	be	concluded	that…	

	


